CS 101: A Survey of Computer Science

Google Map Project
The Project: When completed, your project will be a quality Google Map that would be useful for some group of people, either a real group or a hypothetical group. Your project should make use of as many of the special features of Google Maps as is appropriate. Take the project seriously and strive for clarity, correctness, and usability.
Google Account: To be able to create and save your maps, you will need to have a Google account. If you do not have an account, please go to Google.com and create an account. This will give you access to gmail, Google docs, etc. Once the project is finished and graded, you may remove your account, if you wish.
Lab:  The goals for the lab session are 

1. Gain background with working with Google Maps.

2. Choose a topic for your project.

3. Get started on your project.
Background: 

1. There are many online tutorials on Google Maps. I will show a couple of short videos.
a.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADbeCHQLUpk
b. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TftFnot5uXw

2. I will show a couple of example maps from the Alsos website. 
a. Nuclear Museums in the U.S.
b. Manhattan Project Sites

3. You should work through the tutorial at
           http://earth.google.com/outreach/tutorial_mymaps.html


4. Experiment by making some Google Maps of your own. These would just be for fun and should allow you to experiment some with features you might want to use.  You should mark all of your maps as unlisted unless you are really sure that you want the map to be searchable by Google searches. 
Choosing a Topic: You should give serious thought to the topic of your project. Try to pick a topic that will be of interest to you and that will take advantage of Google Map features. The following are just suggestions to get you started thinking:

· Special events such as conferences, weddings, homecomings, etc.


· Special interest of yours such as music venues, historical sites, team locations, etc.


· Special locations such as hometown or neighborhood


· Trips that you have planned or would like to take


· Etc.

One restriction is that I don’t want two projects to be on the same topic. Once you have a pretty good idea for a topic, go to the Sakai site for our course (use Section 1). There you will find a forum on Google Maps. Go to the thread on Project Choices and be sure no one has already chosen your topic. If there is a question as to differences, talk with me about it. If your topic is available, post a brief but clear reply to the thread explaining your choice. You should now begin work on your map.
Final Project: It is not expected that you will be able to finish your project during lab. After I see how things are progressing, I will set a firm due date for the project. By that date you will post a reply to a forum thread for final reports. This report will describe your project to your classmates and will include a link to your map. Your grade will be based on the quality of you map, appropriate use of Google Map features, clear descriptions including grammar and spelling and your write up in the forum.

Lab turn in: For this lab, 

· I will read your project choices in the forum. 


· You should Send me one of the maps that you have created using the send feature in Google Maps. If you have gotten started on your project, send it.
